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HONOLULU CLEAN CITIES PARTNERS WITH CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU 
TO REDUCE DIESEL EMISSIONS 

20 Buses From TheBus Fleet Convert to Biodiesel 

 
HONOLULU – Honolulu Clean Cities (HCC), a private non-profit organization dedicated to 
reducing petroleum consumption in transportation, today announced that 20 buses from Oahu 
Transit Services’ award-winning transit fleet (TheBus) are now fueling with B20 biodiesel. 

The 20 bus test is part of HCC’s Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)-funded “Hawaii Clean 
Diesel Initiative”, which will reduce the bus system’s fossil fuel consumption and cut harmful 
diesel emissions.  

The City has been using B20 as its primary diesel fuel for about eight years. The City’s fuel 
contract with Aloha Petroleum has been utilizing biodiesel produced locally by Pacific Biodiesel.  
Pacific Biodiesel, a Maui-based company with three facilities in Hawaii, has been a global 
pioneer in biodiesel fuel technology and production since 1996. 

Biodiesel, an alternative fuel made from used vegetable oil, emits fewer harmful particulates 
than ultra-low sulfur diesel and is compatible with diesel engines.  B20 consists of 80 percent of 
the vehicle fleet’s regular ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel and 20 percent biodiesel. 

Of the $300,000 awarded to HCC, $98,614 is allocated to fund the cost difference between 
ultra-low sulfur diesel and B20. 

“The City and County of Honolulu has for many years been a great champion in using locally-
made biodiesel and with this expansion into the bus system, they continue to drive Hawaii 
toward a greener future,” says Bob King, president of Pacific Biodiesel. 

“This pilot program will be a learning experience for TheBus”, said Roger Morton, President and 
General Manager of Oahu Transit Services.  “We know our energy future will include 
alternatives to petroleum products and this Clean Cities program will give us real-world 
experience with bio-fuels”   

The Hawaii Clean Diesel Initiative will reduce fossil fuel consumption, while also reducing 
subsequent particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and carbon dioxide and hydrocarbon 
emissions. 



“The Honolulu Clean Cities Coalition is proud to support locally driven efforts that utilize cleaner 
alternative fuels and reduce the harmful side effects of diesel emissions in Hawaii’s 
transportation sector through this grant opportunity,” said Robert Primiano, co-coordinator of the 
Honolulu Clean Cities Coalition.   

The next phase of the Hawaii Clean Diesel Initiative includes retrofitting two vehicle fleets with 
diesel particulate filters (DPFs), which capture the harmful soot of diesel exhaust and reduce 
particulate matter, hydrocarbon, and carbon monoxide emissions by 85 to 90 percent.  

These retrofits will occur on City and County refuse haulers as well as a number of Grace 
Pacific Corporation’s construction pavers. As one of the largest construction firms in Hawaii, 
Grace Pacific maintains a large fleet of heavy-duty equipment that is involved in asphalt and 
aggregate production, as well as paving operations throughout the state. The first round of DPF 
installations occurred in April 2012. 

HCC’s Hawaii Clean Diesel Initiative helps the State achieve its Hawaii Clean Energy Initiative 
goal of 70 percent clean energy by 2030. HCC was awarded $300,000 through competitive 
funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s ’s Diesel Emission Reduction Act 
(DERA) in order to execute the Hawaii Clean Diesel Initiative. More information about DERA 

can be accessed online at www.epa.gov/diesel.   

Honolulu Clean Cities is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and voluntary government and industry 
partnership designed to achieve a cleaner environment in Hawaii by supporting local actions to 
reduce petroleum consumption. The Clean Cities program is a national alternative 
fuel/advanced technology deployment program administered by U.S. Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy’s (EERE) Vehicle Technologies 
Program.  

Honolulu Clean Cities contracted Kupu, a Hawaii-based 501c3 non-profit, and the Rewarding 
Internships for Sustainable Employment (RISE) Program in order to administer the Hawaii 
Clean Diesel Initiative while also contributing to Hawaii’s green workforce development; more 
information is available at www.riseHI.org. 

 More information on HCC is available online at www.HonoluluCleanCities.org.  
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